	ANDOVERSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 3rd October  2024 at 7.30pm at Andoversford Village Hall.
Public Question time: one member of the public 
4 Members of Public in attendance.

A resident read out some notes from a meeting held between Parish Councillors, The County Councillor (Cllr Hodgkinson) and himself in Coln Gardens on 19th September which looked at the issue of a collapsed drain and dangerous parking in the Close, on a indistinct tarmac footpath at the entrance.   Cllr Evans advised that she has a meeting with the Local Gloucestershire Highways Officers – Anne Johns and Craig Church on 24th October in the village to discuss several highways issues and this will be included in the visit.  Cllr Baxter advised that he had spoken to Cotswold Wardens (who often help with footpaths and rights of ways) but as this is located on a highway, they are not able to assist.   

Residents from Gloucester Road showed several videos of cars speeding and a crash outside their house on Gloucester Road.  Several ideas and options were discussed and will be brought to the attention of the Highways Officers at the same meeting.
Cameras or Speed Indication signs seemed a good option to start, whilst waiting for updates regarding the speed table installation, which it is believed Gloucestershire Highways will not be able to continue with.                              

	1.
	Apologies:  apologies received and accepted from & Cllr Ian Hampton. Cllr Paul Hodgkinson advised that Thursday meetings clash with GCC/CDC commitments, so he is unable to attend but is kept up to date with information and meeting minutes.
Present: Cllr Steve Haines (Chair), Cllr Bernadette Wilcock, Cllr Sian Evans, Cllr Chris Baxter.

	2
	Declaration of Interests:    None reported


	3
	Approval and discuss any actions arising from Previous Meeting’s Minutes:  
Chair signed and approved minutes of 5th September 2024.

	4.
	Burial Ground & Grass Cutting: Cllr Steve Haines 
a. Grass Cutting – village & burial ground: Grass cutting in village and Burial Ground continues, invoicing to be paid in a lump sum on receipt of an invoice from the contractor.   It was noted that the tender for village grass mowing is due for renewal at the end of the summer and this will be dealt with by the Clerk for the next meeting.
b.  Burial Ground:
· Regarding an extended area inside the main gate to allow hearses enter in reverse and park without the worry of damaging the grass inside the Burial Ground or getting stuck. The Clerk has received four quotes for this work but due to the weather, it was agreed to put this on hold until the Spring. Agreed.  Clerk to contact the companies to advise.
· Stock fencing has been installed to stop sheep entering the Burial Ground.
· Middle post of main gate - renewed.
· Autumnal Maintenance undertaken by the contractor.
· Temporary markers for each row have been placed to assist with map markings. 
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	Planning: Cllr Chris Baxter: .
24/01902/COMPLY Andoversford Service Station Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 4HS 
Compliance with condition 5 (Mitigation tree planting) of permission 22/03920/FUL - Single storey extension to existing forecourt shop building and new electric vehicle charging facility together with associated forecourt alterations  _ Permitted

24/02306/FUL | The Old Methodist Church 6A Oak Terrace Gloucester Road Andoversford Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 4HR
Erection of single storey rear conservatory  Permitted

24/02799/FUL | Erection of timber shed | Sandywell Garden Cottage Sandywell Park Whittington Cheltenham Gloucestershire GL54 4HF
Erection of timber shed  Awaiting decision – although not Andoversford


Land Registry – various areas in the village
Following on from a village meeting and further correspondence with an expert, it was noted that:
· Hunter's Way Grass area – This piece is of land is currently unregistered and needs to be registered with the Parish Council.  We need to prove ownership. Clerk to look back through old minutes.
· Station Road Bus Shelter is unregistered – evidence needs to show work undertaken 
· Village Sign/Trough area – this piece of land is  currently owned by David Edward Deacon of Charlton Manor, Cheltenham – it is hoped that this can be transferred to the Parish Council
· Auctioneer's Row - this piece of land is in the ownership of Newland Homes Limited and is being transferred to the Parish Council
· Crossfields Bus shelter – this is unregistered, same as Station Road
· Playing Fields – this is in the ownership of the Official Custodian for Charities on behalf of The Andoversford Playing Fields and Village Hall of Andoversford

A member of Cotswold District Public Rights of Way team has been in correspondence with the landowners of the fields behind Hunters Way and addressed some issues with the new fencing installed.  New permissive route signs have been installed.

LOCAL PLAN – Nothing  further To Report.
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		Highways + Prow:  Cllr Sian Evans
Cllr Evans advised about the meeting scheduled for later in the month with Highways Officers.
Cllr Haines suggested acquiring a quote for a contractor (tractor mounted) hedge cutter to visit, so that overgrown hedges in various parts of the village can be cut back, to tidy up the edges of the roads and aid visibility and safety. Agreed 
It was discussed and agreed that a campaign regarding the awareness of speeding issues, especially on Gloucester Road, should be implemented on Social Media.  Cllr Evans will get access to the village Facebook site.
The costs of speed indicator devices and cameras was discussed (approx. £2500) and it was agreed that Cllr Evans will discuss with Highways where these can be placed.





	7
	Waterways + Snow Warden: Cllr Steve Haines Cllr Ian Hampton
a. Waterways: The stream on Station Road is quite overgrown it wa agreed to ask for
            volunteers in the Church magazine
b. The recent accidental oil spill into the stream has now cleared.
b.         Snow Warden – no updates to report. 

	8
	Club reports – Football/Cricket/Village Hall 
Cllr Haines gave a short summary of the recent Village Hall meeting.

	9
	Communication - Website + Neighbourhood Plan / Clerk
      a. It was agreed that the Clerk will have the authority to implement a new website with a   provider of their choice. This is upon the stipulation that the costs associated with this do not exceed the current budget for website services.
c. b. Neighbourhood Plan – no update
d. c. Communication with parish households – Cllr Evans to get access to the Parish Council Facebook page.  Clerk has access to Parish Council whatsapp.
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	Finance: Clerk:
	 
	 
	 

	SUMMARY
	 
	 

	 
	PAID OUT
	PAID IN

	 ADM admin
	£4,326.12
	£0.00

	 CRK cricket
	£1,500.00
	£0.00

	 BRL burial ground
	£1,573.00
	£1,910.00

	 VIL village upkeep
	£6,681.73
	£480.00

	 PLY playground
	£112.80
	£0.00

	 OTH other
	£1,500.00
	£0.00

	 PRC precept
	£0.00
	£22,638.00

	 TOTAL 
	£15,693.65
	£25,028.00

	 Bank balance at 26 SEPTEMBER 2024
	 
	 

	£33760.66
	 
	 


Further details and breakdown of these figures is available from the Clerk by emailing andoversfordparishcouncil@gmail.com
The response from the external auditor, PFK Littlejohn has been received and published on the website and notice boards as required.
Preliminary discussion regarding budgets and precept for next financial year were started and it was agreed to keep any increase the precept as low as possible.
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	Village Maintenance    
a) Defib: Cllr Steve Haines - working and reported.   
b) Trees and Horse Trough: Cllr Ian Hampton  - Trough planted recently looks good.
c) Any other items – 
· Brian Pash memorial bench outside Dales Stores - The Clerk has received new quotes, and it was agreed that the Clerk will order this with the agreed wording.
· Auctioneers Row – this will be tidied up as soon as the weather permits.
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	Next Meeting:  Thursday 7th November 2024 at 7.30pm at Andoversford Village Hall for public questions – Meeting to follow.  







