	ANDOVERSFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 5th 2024 at 7.30pm at Andoversford Village Hall.
Public Question time: one member of the public 
Member of Public commented on the unkempt look of Auctioneers Row.  This formed part of the agenda and was addressed later in the meeting (item 10)                                     

	1
	Apologies:  apologies received and accepted from & Cllr Chris Baxter
Present: Cllr Steve Haines (Chair), Cllr Bernadette Wilcock, Cllr Ian Hampton Cllr Sian Evans online
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson advised that Thursday meetings clash with GCC/CDC commitments.

	2
	Declaration of Interests:    None reported


	3
	Approval and discuss any actions arising from Previous Meeting’s Minutes:  
Signed and approved minutes of 3rd July 2024.

	4
	Burial Ground & Grass Cutting: Cllr Steve Haines 
a. Grass Cutting – village & burial ground: Grass cutting in village and Burial Ground continues, invoicing to be paid in a lump sum on receipt of an invoice from the contractor.  
b.  Burial Ground:
· Following on from the last meeting and site visit by Parish Councillors, more discussion took place regarding the need for an extended area inside the main gate to allow hearses enter in reverse and park without the worry of damaging the grass inside the Burial Ground or getting stuck. It was unanimously agreed that grass matting, which will be installed and reseeded, therefore not visibly different but easier to drive on should be the preferred option.  Dowdeswell PC will be advised.  The matting will be 11metres long, therefore not too close to any existing graves and 4metres wide.  The budget for this will be approx. £2750 with any materials needing to be taken away charged at an extra cost. It is hoped to start this work by the end of September, to make the least mess. * Following on from the meeting, the RFO advised the Parish Council that three quotes should be sought before work can begin according to the financial regulations.  Once the quotes are received, the Parish Council will consider the quotes for best value and work can commence.  This may not be possible this year due to weather and ground conditions. Agreed.
· Stock fencing needs to be added to the fence bordering the field as there have been complaints of sheep entering the Burial Ground and eating flowers from graves. 2 rails also need replacing. Contractor to undertake this work as an urgent job – Agreed
· Middle post of main gate – this has been unstable for a while after being hit by a vehicle and is now rotting at ground level   As this has only been in place for 4 years, the contractor agreed to install a new post free of charge so the decision was made to increase the size of this post – Agreed.
· Autumnal Maintenance needs to be undertaken by the contractor – Agreed.  It was noted that a fire has been held in the corner of the Burial Ground and the fence has been flattened by someone in the corner of the Burial Ground.
· A map of the Burial Ground is now updated, thanks were given to Adam Langsbury for his help with this. Markers for each row are being sourced.
c. An email has been received from Bob Skillern from Glos Highways who explained grass cutting schedule from GCC and another cut along the A40 has been scheduled due to extra funding being found at GCC.   An email of thanks has been sent to Bob Skillern. 
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	Planning: Cllr Chris Baxter: 
24/00568/FUL Bryn House Gloucester Road Andoversford 
Erection of an annexe  Refused 
24/01379/FUL | Carpenters Cottage Gloucester Road Andoversford 
Proposed garage Awaiting decision -
It was noted that there have been updates to the land registry owned by the Parish Council and this is an ongoing project being undertaken by the Clerk and Cllr Baxter.
LOCAL PLAN – Nothing To Report.
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		Highways + Prow:  Cllr Sian Evans
Progress Reports: 
Fixmystreet.com continues to be useful for reporting Highways/PROW issues 
Communication has been received from a resident regarding the safety issues of the footpath in Coln Gardens where a small strip is only segregated from the roadway by tiles. This means that if cars are parked on the opposite side of the road, cars have no other option but to drive on the footpath when entering the close.  It was agreed that  Cllr Sian Evans




	7
	Waterways + Snow Warden: Cllr Steve Haines Cllr Ian Hampton
a. Waterways: The stream on Station Road is quite overgrown and Cllr Hampton will contact residents 
b.         Snow Warden – no updates to report. 
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	Communication - Website + Neighbourhood Plan / Clerk
      a. No further updates on website hosting provider.  The Clerk will discuss possible options with the Football Club
b. Neighbourhood Plan – no update
c. Communication with parish households – Clerk to take over, Cllr Evans to take over Facebook posting once details of logins are received.
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	Finance: Clerk:
	SUMMARY
	 
	 

	 COST CODES 
	PAID OUT
	PAID IN

	 ADM admin
	£3,410.32
	£0.00

	 CRK cricket
	£1,500.00
	£0.00

	 BRL burial ground
	£1,573.00
	£1,910.00

	 VIL village upkeep
	£2,797.99
	£480.00

	 PLY playground
	£112.80
	£0.00

	 OTH other
	£1,500.00
	£0.00

	 PRC precept
	£0.00
	£16,979.00

	 TOTAL 
	£10,894.11
	£19,369.00

	 Bank balance at 10TH SEPTEMBER 2024 = £32,824.46
	 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	
	


Further details and breakdown of these figures is available from the Clerk by emailing andoversfordparishcouncil@gmail.com
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	Village Maintenance    
a) Defib: Cllr Steve Haines - working and reported.   New pads purchased.
b) Trees and Horse Trough: Cllr Ian Hampton  - nothing to report
c) Any other items – 
· Brian Pash memorial bench outside Dales Stores – awaiting restock of bench. It was agreed the Clerk will look for alternative suppliers.
· The bus shelter store door on Gloucester Road has been replaced by Cllr Haines and will be invoiced shortly.
· Auctioneers Row – it was agreed to leave the grass in place but to cut and tidy the hedges and areas around the bench.  In future this area will be mown with a hand mower and collected, rather than strimmed and will be incorporated into the mowing contract which will be renewed this winter by tender.
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	Cricket Club: Cllr Chris Baxter. 
Nothing to report

	12
	Correspondence to Parish Council & Village Hall: Cllr Steve Haines 
A short report from Cllr Haines regarding Village Hall news was presented.
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	Next Meeting:  Thursday 3rd October 2024 at 7.30pm at Andoversford Village Hall for public questions – Meeting to follow.  






